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The Last Battle 
Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life. 

Chapters 1-4 

Chapter 1 - By Cauldron Pool 

1. Who are Shift and Puzzle?  How does Shift get Puzzle to go into the icy Cauldron Pool? 

2. What does Shift want to make out of the lion’s skin?  What objections does Puzzle raise? 

3. Once Puzzle tries on the lion-skin coat, what plan does Shift form?  Why does he say he wants 

to do this?  What is his real reason? 

4. What sign comes at the end of this chapter?  How does Shift interpret it?  What does this 

reveal about his character? 

Chapter 2 - The Rashness of the King 

5. What rumor do Tirian and Jewel discuss?  What warning does Roonwit give regarding this 

rumor? 
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6. What explanation does Jewel offer to explain why Aslan might indeed have come to Narnia, 

even though all the stars say otherwise?  What was Roonwit going to say before he is 

interrupted? 

7. What first arouses the wrath of King Tirian and Jewel?  How does he act rashly in his anger? 

8. What terrifies Tirian and Jewel when they learn that Aslan has ordered the felling of Lantern 

Waste?  What “horrible thoughts” arise in Tirian’s heart? 

9. Why do Tirian and Jewel kill two Calormenes? 

Chapter 3 - The Ape in Its Glory 

10. Why do Tirian and Jewel give themselves up?  To whose justice do they appeal? 

11. How has Shift seized power?  What lies does he spread about Aslan? 

12. How does Tirian almost defeat the Ape?  What prevents him? 
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Chapter 4 - What Happened That Night 

13. What do the small Narnians do for King Tirian?  Why do they not help him escape? 

14. How do Tirian’s prayers to Aslan change?  What change comes over Tirian as he prays? 

15. Who are the “seven friends of Narnia”?  How does Tirian appear before them? 

Chapters 5-8 

Chapter 5 - How Help Came to the King 

16. Who comes to King Tirian’s aid?  How do they get there?  What does their arrival cause Tirian 

to think about the old stories? 

17. Where does the company go after rescuing King Tirian?  How do they disguise themselves? 

18. How is Tirian related to King Rilian? 
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Chapter 6 - A Good Night’s Work 

19. How do Jill and Eustace look when they wake up?  How do the stars help the company rescue 

Jewel? 

20. What remarkable skills does Jill have?  What remarkable thing does she do while Tirian 

rescues Jewel? 

21. What does Tirian think of Jill’s action?  What does he want to do to Puzzle? 

22. Why does Tirian think the tide has turned at the end of this chapter? 

Chapter 7 - Mainly About Dwarfs 

23. Where are the dwarfs headed when Tirian rescues them? 

24. How do the dwarfs respond when they learn the truth about Puzzle?  How are they like 

Nikabrik (from Prince Caspian)? 
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25. Who is the only faithful dwarf?  What disturbing news does he give King Tirian regarding 

Ginger the Cat? 

Chapter 8 - What News the Eagle Brought 

26. What does Tash look like?  Why has it come to Narnia? 

27. What plan does the company form after seeing Tash?  What do Jewel and Jill discuss? 

28. What two sights has Farsight seen?  How does King Tirian respond? 

29. What is Roonwit’s final message to King Tirian? 

Chapters 9-12 

Chapter 9 - The Great Meeting on Stable Hill 

30. How many members are in Tirian’s company in this chapter?  What plan do they decide to 

follow? 
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31. How do Jill and Eustace feel about dying for Narnia?  What do Jewel and Tirian say to each 

other as they prepare for what might be their last night in Narnia? 

32. How does Ginger ruin Tirian’s last plan to save Narnia? 

Chapter 10 - Who Will Go Into the Stable? 

33. Why are the Narnians initially excited to go into the stable to see Tashlan?  How does Shift 

ruin this excitement? 

34. What is Rishda and Ginger’s plan for the first Narnian who enters the stable?  What happens 

when Ginger enters? 

35. Who wants to enter the stable in spite of what happened to Tirian?  Why does he want to 

enter?  What happens when he does? 

Chapter 11 - The Pace Quickens 

36. Whom does Tirian throw into the stable?  What happens when he does?  How does this 

change Rishda’s opinion of Tash? 
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37. Which Narnians immediately rally to Tirian? 

38. How do Jill, Eustace, and Tirian respond when the dwarfs shoot the horses? 

39. Why is Tirian’s success in holding off Rishda’s forces ultimately ineffective? 

Chapter 12 - Through the Stable Door 

40. Why does Rishda want to throw as many enemies as possible into the stable? 

41. How do Tirian and Rishda end up in the stable?  What happens to Rishda?  What surprises 

Tirian initially? 

42. Whom does Tirian meet “inside” the stable?  What has changed about Tirian’s appearance? 

!
Chapters 13-16 

Chapter 13 -How the Dwarfs Refused to Be Taken In 

43. What happened to the seven friends of Narnia just before they came to Narnia? 
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44. Why does Lucy take so long to speak?  What important connection does she make with the 

stable? 

45. How are Emeth’s senses hindered in this bright place?  How are the dwarfs senses hindered? 

46. What does Aslan say to Tirian?  What explanation does Aslan give for the dwarfs’ strange 

behavior? 

Chapter 14 - Night Falls on Narnia 

47. Who is the giant of darkness that rises out of Narnia?  What is the “new name” Aslan says he 

will have? 

48. What happens to the stars Aslan calls home?  Where do the dragons and monstrous beasts 

come from? 

49. How does Aslan judge all the Narnians?  What are the two possible fates of the Narnians? 
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50. What happens to Narnia after the Narnians are judged?  What happens to the Sun and Moon?  

Why does everything freeze at the end? 

51. What does Tirian say about Lucy’s weeping for Narnia?  What does this teach us about the 

proper response to Saturn’s influence? 

Chapter 15 - Further Up and Further In 

52. How did Emeth feel when he entered the stable?  What does he think Aslan is going to do to 

him?  Why? 

53. What does Aslan say and do to Emeth?  Why does he do this? 

54. What do the company’s surroundings remind them of?  How is it still different?  How does 

Digory explain these similarities and differences? 

55. How does Lewis describe this?  What does Jewel say about this new country? 
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Chapter 16 - Farewell to Shadowlands 

56. What does Eustace say after Lucy mentions how one can’t feel afraid in this new place? 

57. What old friends do the children meet?  In what books did they appear? 

58. What do the children find inside the walled garden?  What does this mean? 

59. Why have all the friends of Narnia come to this place?  How does Lewis describe their future? 

Application for The Last Battle   
Reread the Venus section of Lewis’s poem “The Planets”.  Then answer these questions. 

from “The Planets”: 

    Up far beyond                                     
Goes SATURN silent in the seventh region, 
The skirts of the sky. Scant grows the light, 
Sickly, uncertain (the Sun’s finger 
Daunted with darkness). Distance hurts us,   105                    
And the vault severe of vast silence; 
Where fancy fails us, and fair language, 
And love leaves us, and light fails us 
And Mars fails us, and the mirth of Jove 
Is as tin tinkling. In tattered garment,    110                               
Weak with winters, he walks forever 
A weary way, wide round the heav’n, 
Stoop’d and stumbling, with staff groping, 
The lord of lead. He is the last planet 
Old and ugly. His eye fathers     115                                            
Pale pestilence, pain of envy, 
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Remorse and murder. Melancholy drink 
(For bane or blessing) of bitter wisdom 
He pours for his people, a perilous draught 
That the lip loves not. !
1. How does Lewis use this description of Saturn to create the atmosphere of The Last Battle? 

!
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2. What does Lewis teach us about Christ in this novel?  How does he use the symbolism, 

attributes, and influences of Saturn to teach these things? 
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3. What are the two most important things you learned from reading this book?  What must you 

do or think differently, now that you’ve read it?
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