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The Horse and His Boy 
Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life. 

Chapters 1-3 

Chapter 1 - How Shasta Set Out on His Travels 

1. What is Shasta’s life like when we meet him?  Why is Shasta interested in what lies to the 

north of him but not what lies south? 

2. Who is Bree?  Why do he and Shasta run away together? 

3. What is odd about how the Calormenes talk?  What does Bree think of it? 

4. Who teaches Shasta how to ride?  What warnings does Bree give Shasta about riding? 

Chapter 2 - A Wayside Adventure 

5. Why is Bree so worried about whether Narnian horses roll on the ground?  What might this 

reveal about Bree’s character? 

6. What does Bree usually do after shouting, “Narnia and the North!”?  Why is this? 
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7. How do Shasta and Bree meet Aravis and Hwin?  What does Bree think of lions? 

8. How does Aravis show her pride in ch. 2?  How does Shasta show his pride? 

9. How does the theme of pairs show up in ch. 2? 

Chapter 3 - At the Gates of Tashbaan 

10. How important is story-telling to the Calormenes?  Why is Aravis fleeing her native land? 

11. Why does Shasta feel left out in this chapter? 

12. What plan does the company make for getting through Tashbaan?  What must the horses be 

very careful not to do? 

Chapters 4-7 

Chapter 4 - Shasta Falls In with the Narnians 

13. What is the one traffic regulation in Tashbaan? 
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14. How is Shasta separated from the company? 

15. How do the Narnians treat Shasta?  How does Shasta respond? 

16. How do the Narnians talk?  How do their proverbs compare to the Calormenes (see pp. 4 and 

65)? 

Chapter 5 - Prince Corin 

17. Why are the Narnians in Tashbaan?  Why must they sneak away? 

18. Why does Shasta not tell his story to the Narnians? 

19. What is Prince Corin like? 

Chapter 6 - Shasta Among the Tombs 

20. What animal protects Shasta from the desert jackals?  What is odd about this animal? 
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21. How does Shasta provide himself a breakfast? 

22. Traveling alone through the desert is very foolish.  Why then does Shasta think about doing so 

if the rest of the company doesn’t appear? 

Chapter 7 - Aravis in Tashbaan 

23. What happened to Aravis and the horses? 

24. How do we see the theme of pairings in these chapters? 

Chapters 8-11 

Chapter 8 - In the House of the Tisroc 

25. What is Rabadash’s plan to get Susan to marry him?  How does the Tisroc feel about it? 

26. How are Aravis and Lasaraleen different? 

27. Why must Shasta and his friends hurry through the desert? 
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Chapter 9 - Across the Desert 

28. What temptation does the company fall into?  Who warns them against it? 

29. How does Bree’s pride cause him to act very foolishly in this chapter? 

Chapter 10 - The Hermit of the Southern March 

30. What gets the horses to race toward Archenland again?  What near tragedy occurs in the last 

mile before the hermit’s house?  What prevents the tragedy? 

31. How will King Lune learn of Rabadash’s invasion?  How does Shasta feel about this task? 

32. How bad are Aravis’s wounds?  What “wounds” does Bree suffer from the lion’s attack? 

33. What comforting counsel does the Hermit give to Bree? 

Chapter 11 - The Unwelcome Fellow Traveler 

34. While Shasta if feeling sorry for himself, he notices a Thing walking beside him.  The Thing 

asks Shasta to tell it his sorrows.  What does the Thing say when Shasta is done?  Who is the 

Thing? 
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35. What does Aslan respond when Shasta asks who the Thing is? 

36. What is significant about the mist and the light at the end of this chapter? 

37. How does Shasta respond when he finally sees Aslan?  Why does he have no words to say? 

Chapters 12-15 

Chapter 12 - Shasta in Narnia 

38. Who gives Shasta breakfast the morning after Aslan appears to him?  How many people are 

leading the Narnian army that comes to the dwarfs’ house? 

39. How do Shasta and Corin end up in the fight with Rabadash? 

Chapter 13 - The Fight at Anvard 

40. What thought gives Shasta bravery just before the fight begins? 

41. How is Rabadash defeated?  Why does King Lune have Rabadash taken prisoner instead of 

letting him challenge and fight King Edmund? 
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42. In what way has Shasta been in disguise his entire life?  What does this teach us about 

humility? 

Chapter 14 - How Bree Became a Wiser Horse 

43. What serious mistake does Bree make about Aslan’s nature?   

44. How does Aslan correct this mistake?  How does Bree respond? 

Chapter 15 - Rabadash the Ridiculous 

45. How did Shasta/Cor end up in Calormen?  How will his experiences as a slave help him to be 

a good king? 

46. How does Rabadash respond to the mercy of the King Lune and the warnings of Aslan (216)?  

What happens to Rabadash as a result?  What does this teach us about how we use our 

words? 

47. How do Cor and Aravis’s respond when they first hear Narnian poetry? 
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48. What are the fates of Corin, Cor, and Aravis? 

Application for The Silver Chair   
Reread the Mercury section of Lewis’s poem “The Planets”.  Then answer these questions. 

from “The Planets”: 

    Next beyond her                                     
MERCURY marches;—madcap rover, 
Patron of pilf’rers. Pert quicksilver    15                                    
His gaze begets, goblin mineral, 
Merry multitude of meeting selves, 
Same but sundered. From the soul’s darkness, 
With wreathèd wand, words he marshals, 
Guides and gathers them—gay bellwether   20                      
Of flocking fancies. His flint has struck 
The spark of speech from spirit’s tinder, 
Lord of language! He leads forever 
The spangle and splendour, sport that mingles 
Sound with senses, in subtle pattern,    25                              
Words in wedlock, and wedding also 
Of thing with thought. !
1. How does Lewis use this description of Mercury to create the atmosphere of The Horse and 

His Boy? 
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2. What does Lewis teach us about Christ in this novel?  How does he use the symbolism, 

attributes, and influences of Mercury to teach these things? 
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3. What are the two most important things you learned from reading this book?  What must you 

do or think differently, now that you’ve read it?
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