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The Silver Chair 
Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life. 

Chapters 1-4 

Chapter 1 - Behind the Gym 

1. Who is Jill Pole?  What is she doing when Eustace finds her? 

2. What is the name of the children’s school?  Who are “They”? 

3. What secret does Eustace share with Jill?  How do they act on this secret? 

4. What kind of place does the small door lead to?  What happens to Eustace in this place?  

Chapter 2 - Jill Is Given a Task 

5. What causes Jill to approach the Lion?  What promise does Aslan refuse to give?  What other 

story does this episode remind you of? 

6. What task does Aslan give to Jill and Eustace?  What four signs does he give her? 
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7. Why does Aslan give the signs?  What does he say will happen to Jill after she leaves Aslan’s 

Country? 

8. What does Jill exclaim about herself at the end of this chapter?  How did she get this way? 

Chapter 3 - The Sailing of the King 

9. What is happening in Cair Paravel when Jill arrives?  How does Caspian appear? 

10. What time of day is it when Caspian sets sail?  Why is this significant? 

11. How do Jill and Eustace “muff” the first sign?  What keeps them from quarreling? 

Chapter 4 - A Parliament of Owls 

12. What is Glimfeather so eager to get Jill and Eustace away from Cair Paravel? 

13. How did Caspian’s wife die?  What odd change comes over Prince Rilian before his 

disappearance?  Why causes this change? 
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14. Who are the only ones who can help Jill and Eustace now? 

Chapters 5-8 

Chapter 5 - Puddleglum 

15. Where does Puddleglum live?  What does he look like?  What odd characteristic does his 

pipe-smoke have? 

16. Describe Puddleglum’s character.  What do the other Marsh-wiggles think about Puddleglum? 

17. How do the children respond to Puddleglum?  How does Puddleglum’s attitude affect how 

they treat each other? 

Chapter 6 - The Wild Waste Lands of the North 

18. What kind of giants do the company encounter in this chapter? 

19. Whom do they meet by the bridge?  Who do you think these people are? 

20. What does the lady promise they will find in Harfang?  What does Puddleglum think about the 

strangers and their promises? 
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21. What ill effects does the lady’s promise have on the company?  What does this indicate about 

the lady and her promise? 

Chapter 7 - The Hill of the Strange Trenches 

22. What odd things does the company see as they approach Harfang?  Why can they not see 

clearly? 

23. What mistakes does Jill make in the snowstorm regarding the signs?  Why does she make 

these mistakes? 

24. What do the children realize about Puddleglum when they reach the doors of Harfang? 

Chapter 8 - The House of Harfang 

25. How do the giants treat the children?  How do they treat Puddleglum? 

26. What does Jill dream about in Harfang?  When does she realize that they have muffed the 

second and third signs as well? 
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27. What plan do the children have for escaping Harfang? 

Chapters 9-12 

Chapter 9 - How They Discovered Something Worth Knowing 

28. What horrible thing does the company do without realizing it?  According to Puddleglum, why 

did this happen? 

29. How does Jill discover the giants’ true intentions for the company? 

30. How does the company escape Harfang?  What happens to them after they enter the cave? 

Chapter 10 - Travels Without the Sun 

31. Describe the Earthmen.  What is their world like?  How does it compare to Aslan’s Country? 

32. What effect does Underland have on the children as they travel through it?  What comfort 

does Puddleglum give the children in Underland? 

33. Whom do they meet in the Earthmen’s city?  What is odd about him? 
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Chapter 11 - In the Dark Castle 

34. What horrible plan does the Lady of the Green Kirtle have for Narnia and Prince Rilian?  How 

does the company respond to the Prince initially? 

35. What warnings does Rilian give before he sits in the chair?  Why does the company ignore 

these warnings and set him free? 

36. How does Puddleglum convince the children to follow Aslan’s sign?  What does Rilian do 

once he’s free? 

Chapter 12 - The Queen of Underland 

37. What two things does the witch do to enchant Rilian and the company? 

38. What does the witch say to strengthen her enchantment?  How does the company fight 

against it?  Why are they unsuccessful? 

39. How does Puddleglum save the company from complete enchantment?  What does he say to 

the witch that helps break her spell? 
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40. Why is Rilian glad the witch turned into a serpent before attacking them? 

Chapters 13-16 

Chapter 13 - Underland Without the Queen 

41. What causes the odd roaring the company hears at the beginning of this chapter? 

42. What does the company fear from the Earthmen?  How do they discover that they have no 

reason to fear? 

Chapter 14 - The Bottom of the World 

43. Where are the Earthmen from?  Why were they working for the witch? 

44. How is Bism different from Underland?  Why does it attract Rilian and Eustace? 

45. Describe the company’s journey toward the surface.  Why are they in such haste? 

Chapter 15 - The Disappearance of Jill 

46. What does Jill see when she stands on Puddleglum’s shoulders?  What is significant about the 

weather and the Snow Dance? 
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47. What unusual effect does being back in Narnia have on the children’s memory of Underland?  

Why is this important? 

48. What does Jill conclude about her quest after seeing Narnia welcome Rilian home? 

Chapter 16 - The Healing of Harms 

49. How do Jill and Eustace get to Cair Paravel?  What do they find when they arrive? 

50. How does everything in Narnia appear compared to Aslan?  Why is this so? 

51. How does Aslan “bring” the children home?  What does this tell us about Aslan? 

52. Why does the funeral music continue in Aslan’s Country?  How do Jill, Eustace, and Aslan 

respond? 

53. What does Aslan command Eustace to do?  What happens as a result?  How does this show 

Aslan to be the “True Moon”? 
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54. What gift does Aslan give Caspian?  Why task is Caspian given?  How does Aslan again show 

himself to be the “True Moon”? 

Application for The Silver Chair   
Reread the Luna section of Lewis’s poem “The Planets”.  Then answer these questions. 

from “The Planets”: 

Lady LUNA, in light canoe, 
By friths and shallows of fretted cloudland 
Cruises monthly; with chrism of dews 
And drench of dream, a drizzling glamour, 
Enchants us—the cheat! changing sometime  5                  
A mind to madness, melancholy pale, 
Bleached with gazing on her blank count’nance 
Orb’d and ageless. In earth’s bosom 
The shower of her rays, sharp-feathered light 
Reaching downward, ripens silver,    10                                  
Forming and fashioning female brightness, 
—Metal maidenlike. Her moist circle 
Is nearest earth. !
1. How does Lewis use this description of Luna to create the atmosphere of The Silver Chair? 

!
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2. What does Lewis teach us about Christ in this novel?  How does he use the symbolism, 

attributes, and influences of Luna to teach these things? 

!
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3. What are the two most important things you learned from reading this book?  What must you 

do or think differently, now that you’ve read it?
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