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Key Insights 

• The planetary influence of Prince Caspian is Mars, the god of war and of forests.  The central 
theme of this story is that obedient knighthood strengthens kingship.  This is clearly symbolized 
with the oak chest (Jupiter’s tree) reinforced with iron bands (Mars’ metal).  The chess piece 
Susan finds also symbolizes this theme:  the piece is a knight (Mars) of gold and ruby (red and 
gold are Jupiter’s colors).  The chess piece also connects Prince Caspian thematically with The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 

• In order to be a good knight, a soldier (or subject) must always obey the king, even if he doesn’t 
agree with the orders.  Trumpkin demonstrates this well, when he offers to look for the ancient 
Kings and Queens summoned by the horn—even though he has no faith in the old stories.  Lucy, 
on the other hand, disobeys Aslan by not following him along the ridge when the company is 
trying to find their way to Aslan’s How.  Trumpkin obeys but doesn’t agree; Lucy agrees but 
doesn’t obey. 

• Often the king’s orders are very difficult to follow, and the knights are afraid to obey them.  But 
the king himself gives them courage they need to obey.  In Prince Caspian Aslan asks nothing of 
his subjects that they can’t do—when they are fearful, he gives them the courage they need to 
simply obey. 

• The quality of each character in Prince Caspian is revealed in two ways:  1) belief in the old 
stories of Narnia, or 2) obedience to Caspian, the true king of Narnia.  The old stories help shape 
Caspian’s loves.  Though a Telmarine, he is an Old Narnian at heart.  Though Trumpkin 
disbelieves the old stories, his obedience shows him to be a True Narnian. 

• Miraz and Nikabrik are similar characters:  they are only concerned with power, and are loyal 
only to themselves and their own plans.  They have no faith at all in the old stories or even in 
Aslan’s existence.  Their rebellion against the king leads directly to their destruction.  

• The trees are important characters in this book and influence the plot in several important ways:  
1) the apple trees draw the Pevensie children to Cair Paravel, 2) a tree knocks Caspian off his 
horse and Old Narnians find him, 3) Lucy hears the trees stirring, a sign of Aslan’s approach, and 
4) the army of awakened trees allows Narnia to finally defeat Miraz’s army. 

• Bacchus and the Maenads also are important characters in Prince Caspian.  Bacchus is the 
Roman god of wine and revelry, whose festival was celebrated in the month of March (named 
after Mars).  This makes Bacchus a sort of knight of Mars.  Since Aslan appears in the symbolism 
of Mars, Bacchus is Aslan’s “knight.”  Following Aslan’s orders, Bacchus delivers Narnia from 
oppressive Telmarine culture and “make holiday” in Narnia.  This liberation culminates in 
Bacchus turning water (a symbol for the Telmarines) into wine (a symbol for Narnia) after a 
miraculous healing of an Old Narnian.  This connects Aslan and Bacchus to Jesus at Cana, whose 
miracle also signified the coming of a new kingdom under a new type of king. 



Important Quotes 

• “The four children, holding hands and panting, found themselves standing in a woody place—
such a woody place that branches were sticking into them and there was hardly room to 
move“ (5). 

• “In the books they always find springs of clear, fresh water on the island.  We’d better go and 
look for them” (6). 

• “It’s no good behaving like kids now that we are back in Narnia.  You’re a Queen here” (23). 

• “[A] little chess-knight…made of pure gold; and the eyes in the horse’s head were two tiny little 
rubies—or rather one was, for the other had been knocked out” (19). 

• “Under the shelves stood great chests of oak strengthened with iron bars and heavily 
padlocked” (25). 

• “[Caspian] liked best the last hour of the day when the toys had all been put back in their 
cupboards and Nurse would tell him stories” (41). 

• “They feel safer if no one in Narnia dares to go down to the coast and look out to sea—toward 
Aslan’s land and the morning and the eastern end of the world” (55). 

• “[Caspian] remembered that he was, after all, a Telmarine, one of the race who cut down trees 
wherever they could and were at war with all wild things; and though he himself might be unlike 
other Telmarines, the trees could not be expected to know this” (64). 

• “Never had sleep been more refreshing nor food tasted more savory, and he began already to 
harden and his face wore a kinglier look” (84). 

• “You are my King.  I know the difference between giving advice and taking orders.  You’ve had 
my advice, and now it’s the time for orders” (98). 

• “But the air of Narnia had been working upon him ever since they arrived on the island, and all 
his old battles came back to him, and his arms and fingers remembered their old skill” (105). 

• “And Lucy came last of the party, crying bitterly” (128). 

• “Lucy buried her head in his mane to hide from his face.  But there must have been magic in his 
mane.  She could feel lion-strength going into her” (143). 

• “Go and wake the others and tell them to follow.  If they will not, then you at least must follow 
me alone” (144). 

• “‘I mustn’t think about it, I must just do it,’ thought Lucy” (144). 

• “I wouldn’t have felt safe with Bacchus and all his wild girls if we’d met them without 
Aslan” (160). 

• “I haven’t come to take your place, you know, but to put you into it” (173). 

• “Need he be as gentlemanly as that?  I suppose he must.  Comes of being a Knight and a High 
King” (194). 

• “But what was in it now was not water but the richest wine, red as red-currant jelly, smooth as 
oil, strong as beef, warming as tea, cool as dew” (204). 

• “I have sometimes wondered, friend…whether you do not think too much about your 
honor” (208). 

• “You come of the Lord Adam and the Lady Eve…And that is both honor enough to erect the head 
of the poorest beggar, and shame enough to bow the shoulders of the greatest emperor on 
earth.  Be content” (218).


