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Key Insights 

• The White Witch makes it “always winter and never Christmas.”  Winter is a metaphor for the 
Witch’s curse, she  shares her curse with those around her.  Her colors are white and red (snow 
and blood). 

• Edmund is rude and spiteful from the beginning.  He apologizes to Lucy only when it benefits 
him.  The Witch tempts him to betray his siblings by promising to make him king.  Despite all the 
signs that the Witch is wicked, Edmund ignores them in order to eat a whole box of Turkish 
Delight.  This shows us that he is led by his desires not his reason or common sense. 

• Peter is the opposite of Edmund.  From the beginning he shows a noble character, apologizing to 
Lucy the very instant he realizes he is wrong.  He also uses his common sense, his knowledge of 
stories, and the virtuous actions of others to determine who his allies are in Narnia.  He also has 
a good deal of courage—the ability to do what needs to be done, regardless of how one feels.  
The two brothers represent two distinct types of and avenues toward kingship:  Peter 
represents true kingship; Edmund represent the counterfeit kingship of tyranny. 

• The Narnians know that Aslan is on the move first by rumor, then by the arrival of Father 
Christmas, and finally by the Great Thaw.  Father Christmas’s colors are also white and red 
(snow and blood of the innocent children), but he also brings celebration.  Aslan’s coming is 
similar to Jesus’ miracles (he is unraveling the magic of the usurping Satan). 

• The Witch has a claim on Edmund’s life according to the “deep magic” of Narnia.  Aslan 
substitutes himself for Edmund and dies on the Stone Table (many similarities between Aslan 
and Christ).  Because of the “deeper magic”, Aslan’s innocent blood breaks the Stone Table and 
death begins to work backwards.  Aslan’s resurrection is marked by red and white (blood and 
foam) which transforms in the red and gold (blood and victory) of the rising Sun.  Later in the 
Witch’s castle the same colors appear when Aslan resurrects the animals that have been turned 
to stone, a symbol that Aslan shares his resurrection life with them. 

• After the Witch and her army have been defeated, Aslan crowns the children as kings and 
queens of Narnia.  A great victory celebration is held and the colors red and gold appear again in 
the red wine and the gold the rulers give to reward their faithful subjects.  Aslan slips away, 
leaving the children to rule in a way that images Aslan to all of Narnia. 

• We are all Edmunds.  We are rude, selfish, spiteful betrayers.  We yearn to rule over others and 
force them to do our will.  We are Edmunds who long to take the place of Aslan.  And unless we 
receive the forgiveness and atonement of Aslan/Christ, we will inevitably become as cursed and 
wicked as the Witch. 



Important Quotes 

• “It’s she that makes it always winter.  Always winter and never Christmas; think of that” (19). 

• “I shall be only a statue of a Faun in her horrible house until the four thrones at Cair Paravel are 
filled—and goodness knows when that will happen, or whether it will ever happen at all” (20). 

• “Her face was white—not merely pale, but white like snow or paper or icing-sugar, except for 
her very red mouth.  It was a beautiful face in other respects, but proud and cold and stern” (31). 

• “At first Edmund tried to remember that it is rude to speak with one’s mouth full, but soon he 
forgot all about this and thought only of trying to shovel down as much Turkish Delight as he 
could, and the more he ate the more he wanted to eat, and he never asked himself why the 
Queen should be so inquisitive” (37). 

• “That’s a nasty idea.  Still—a robin, you know.  They’re good birds in all the stories I’ve ever read.  
I’m sure a robin wouldn’t be on the wrong side” (61-62). 

• “‘They say Aslan is on the move—perhaps has already landed’…At the name of Aslan each one of 
the children felt something jump in its inside” (67-68). 

• “I tell you he is the King of the wood and the son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea.  Don’t 
you know who is the King of Beasts?  Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion” (79). 

• “He was so big, and so glad, and so real, that they all became quite still.  They felt very glad, but 
also solemn” (107). 

• “All round them though out of sight, there were streams, chattering, murmuring, bubbling, 
splashing and even (in the distance) roaring.  And his heart gave a great leap (though he hardly 
knew why) when he realized that the frost was over” (118). 

• “His voice was deep and rich and somehow took the fidgets out of them.  They now felt glad 
and quiet and it didn’t seem awkward to them to stand and say nothing” (128). 

• “Peter did not feel very brave; indeed, he felt he was going to be sick.  But that made no 
difference to what he had to do” (131). 

• “But Edmund had got past thinking about himself after all he’d been through and after the talk 
he’d had that morning” (141). 

• “[T]hough the Witch knew the Deep Magic, there is a magic deeper still which she did not 
know…when a willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor’s stead, the 
Table would crack and Death itself would start working backward” (163). 

• “But at last the ransacking of the Witch’s fortress was ended.  The whole castle stood empty 
with every door and window open and the light and the sweet spring air flooding in to all the 
dark and evil places which needed them so badly” (171).


