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Key Insights 

• The planetary influence in this novel is Saturn, a planet associated with age, weakness, decay, 
darkness, and death.  Saturn exerts a bitter influence on the Earth, and tends to evoke two drastically 
different responses (“for bane or blessing”):  1) to abandon faith and hope in a Goodness beyond the 
evils of this world (the “Tash response”), or 2) to persevere and believe in spite of all evidence to the 
contrary (the “Aslan response”). 

• The influence of Saturn on the earth should lead good people to contemplate what is really true and 
really important; Saturn’s bitter wisdom should deepen their faith not destroy it.  This points to the 
Christological significance of Saturn and the central theme of The Last Battle:  the presence of Christ 
in human loneliness and suffering (“hope when all other lights have gone out”). 

• Ginger is an example of the first kind of response to Saturn, the response that loses faith in Aslan.  
Greeted with the idea that Aslan is “nothing more” than Tash, Ginger abandons his faith in anything 
divine and becomes a ringleader in the “Tashlan conspiracy.”  King Tirian exemplifies the obedient 
response to Saturn:  though he has temporary doubts about Aslan’s goodness, he perseveres in 
hope and acts as a good and faithful king of Narnia—even though there is very little evidence that 
Aslan cares about the plight of his people. 

• This novel differs from the others in many ways:  an adult protagonist (makes the book older and 
more mature, like Saturn himself), no clear quest/objective, several narrow misses (“if only”); 
situation for the company gets continually worse, every hope frustrated by some unfortunate, 
unforeseen circumstance; far more characters die in this novel as well—every major character tastes 
death before the novel ends. 

• Death is grievous, and the proper response to it is to mourn, as Lucy and Tirian do after the 
destruction of Narnia.  The proper response to Saturn’s influence leads to godly sorrow, which in 
turn leads to Joy as Aslan/Christ triumphs over all sin, evil, death, and decay.  The Last Battle ends 
with the return of Jupiter’s symbols and influence:  the dead world of Narnia leads to the eternal 
summer of Aslan’s Country.  Lucy’s tears for Narnia become joyous laughter as she races “further up 
and further in.” 

• A half-truth about Aslan (“not a tame lion”) causes much of the confusion about him.  Remembering 
only half-truths is yet another way of “forgetting the signs.”  The forgetting of the signs is combined 
with the loss of the “prophet” Roonwit, who shares true knowledge from the heavens, but is killed 
early in the story.  Roonwit’s warning about the coming disaster corresponds to the ultimate “dis-
aster” (loss of stars) when Saturn brings Narnia to its end. 

• Just as Tirian has faith in the divine in spite of the obscuring darkness, so Emeth perseveres in his 
faith of the goodness of the divine in spite of laboring under the darkness of Tash.  This is why Aslan 
considers the good Emeth has done in Tash’s name to have been done in the name of Aslan.  YET, it 
is very important to remember that as Aslan bounds toward Emeth, Emeth realizes it would be 
better to die and see the Lion than to rule as Tisroc.  He confesses that Aslan is the true God, not 
Tash, even though he expects the real God to destroy him.  It is this moment of true faith that gives 
Emeth salvation. 



Important Quotes 

• “In the last days of Narnia, far up to the west beyond Lantern Waste and close beside the great 
waterfall, there lived an Ape.  He was so old that no one could remember when he had first 
come to live in those parts, and he was the cleverest, ugliest, most wrinkled Ape you can 
imagine” (3). 

• “But I know there are liars on earth; there are none among the stars” (20). 

• “Horrible thoughts arise in my heart.  If we had died before today we should have been 
happy” (25). 

• “Would it not be better to be dead than to have this horrible fear that Aslan has come and is not 
like the Aslan we have believed in and longed for?  It is as if the sun rose one day and were a 
black sun” (30). 

• “He had meant to go on and ask how the terrible god Tash who fed on the blood of his people 
could possibly be the same as the good Lion by whose blood all Narnia was saved.  If he had 
been allowed to speak, the rule of the Ape might have ended that day; the Beasts might have 
seen the truth and thrown the Ape down” (40). 

• “‘Aslan!  Aslan!  Aslan!” cried the Beasts.  ‘Speak to us.  Comfort us.  Be angry with us no 
more’” (47). 

• “‘Let me be killed,’ cried the King.  ‘I ask nothing for myself.  But come and save all Narnia’” (49). 

• “Tirian had never dreamed that one of the results of an Ape’s setting up a false Aslan would be 
to stop people from believing in the real one” (84-85). 

• “I was with him in his last hour and he gave me this message to your Majesty:  to remember that 
all worlds draw to an end and that noble death is a treasure which no one is too poor to 
buy” (103). 

• “There goes one…who has called on gods he does not believe in.  How will it be with him if they 
have really come?” (132). 

• “If you must weep, sweetheart…turn your face aside and see you wet not your bow-
string” (138). 

• “In our world too, a stable once had something inside it that was bigger than our whole 
world” (161). 

• “Well done, last of the Kings of Narnia who stood firm at the darkest hour” (167). 

• “They have chosen cunning instead of belief.  Their prison is only in their own minds, yet they 
are in that prison; and so afraid of being taken in that they cannot be taken out” (169). 

• “The spreading blackness was not a cloud at all:  it was simply emptiness.  The black part of the 
sky was the part in which there were no stars left.  All the stars were falling:  Aslan had called 
them home” (173). 

• “And perhaps [the sun] did draw [the moon].  At any rate she came to him, slowly at first, but 
then more and more quickly, till at last his long flames licked round her and the two ran together 
and became one huge ball like a burning coal” (180). 



• “The ladies do well to weep.  See, I do so myself.  I have seen my mother’s death.  What world 
but Narnia have I ever known?  It were no virtue, but great discourtesy, if we did not 
mourn” (182). 

• “Surely this is the hour of death, for the Lion (who is worthy of all honor) will know that I have 
served Tash all my days and not him.  Nevertheless, it is better to see the Lion and die than to be 
Tisroc of the world and live and not to have seen him” (188). 

• “Beloved, said the Glorious One, unless thy desire had been for me thou wouldst not have 
sought so long and so truly.  For all find what they truly seek” (189). 

• “It was only a shadow or a copy of the real Narnia which has always been here and always will 
be here:  just as our own world, England and all, is only a shadow or copy of something in 
Aslan’s real world” (195). 

• “This is the land I have been looking for all my life, thought I never knew it till now.  The reason 
why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this.  Bree-hee-hee!  Come 
further up, come further in!” (196). 

• “All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title 
page:  now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth 
has read:  which goes on forever:  in which every chapter is better than the one before” (211).


