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Key Insights 

• There are several differences between Calormen and Narnia/North, but the key ones are 
relationships and language.  Calormene relationships are based on dominance:  one person in 
the relationship exerts total control over the other.  One person is completely dominant, the 
other is absolutely submissive—Shasta, Bree, and Aravis are all fleeing Calormen to escape such 
relationships.  In Narnia, however, though there are differences of power and authority, both 
people in the relationship love and serve the other, whether a husband and wife, or a king and 
his subjects.  This ties to the theme of “two-in-one” that runs throughout the book. 

• The other significant difference between the two land is how they use words.  Calormene 
language is highly formal and long-winded.  Their poetry and proverbs are boring, verbose, and 
focus on useful knowledge rather than stirring up courage and love.  Words are used in 
Calormene to reassert dominance in relationships (as we saw with the Tisroc).  The Narnians 
speak words that are appropriate to the situation:  their proverbs are pithy, imaginative, and 
clear.  Their poetry stirs the blood (“a rocket seemed to go up inside their heads”).  Words are 
used in Narnia to serve and show love, to increase obedience to Aslan, to warn and admonish 
when one strays from wisdom and virtue (like King Lune and Aslan do with Rabadash). 

• The repeated theme of two-in-one (pairings, mirror images, etc.) points ultimately to Aslan’s 
dual nature—which is also Christ’s two natures in one person (divine and human, without mixing 
or corrupting either).  Lewis uses the many pairings images to illustrate Christ’s nature.  Bree’s 
heretical mistake about Aslan (“not a real Lion”) is corrected by Aslan’s very real whiskers. 

• The differences in relationships and language have religious origins.  The Calormene god, Tash, 
is a jealous, monotheistic tyrant.  He demands absolute obedience and rules by power without 
mercy.  And so Calormene relationships are defined by domineering power; words are used 
only as weapons of oppression.  Because Aslan has a dual nature (really a Trinitarian nature and 
a Lion), it is possible for him to be both God and a servant to all.  Thus, Narnian relationships are 
marked by mutual obedience and service, and language is used to encourage and preserve 
these realities. 

• The disguise theme points to Christ’s willingness to become a servant in order to become a king 
(like Shasta).  Such willingness requires humility, which is what Shasta has and Bree and Aravis 
lack—which is why they complain about disguising themselves as commoners in Tashbaan. 

• Aslan guides the company’s journey to Narnia in several ways.  The children learn that much of 
what happened to them was the result of Aslan’s active presence with them.  Shasta also learns 
that his entire life is the result of Aslan’s protection and provision.  



Important Quotes 

• “Narnia and the North!  Bra-ha-ha!  Broo hoo!’  Shasta soon learned, when he heard Bree talking 
like that, to prepare for a gallop” (24). 

• “For in Tashbaan there is only one traffic regulation, which is that everyone who is less important 
has to get out of the way for everyone who is more importantly˜” (56). 

• “But the king’s son of Archenland should avouch his deed; not hang his head like a Calormene 
slave” (60). 

• “Shasta had never seen his own face in a looking-glass.  Even if he had, he might not have 
realized that the other boy was (at ordinary times) almost exactly like himself” (78). 

• “And anyone I catch talking about this young lady will be first beaten to death and then burned 
alive and after that be kept on bread and water for six weeks.  There” (99). 

• “For the gods have withheld from the barbarians the light of discretion, as that their poetry is 
not, like ours, full of choice apothegms and useful maxims, but is all of love and war” (117). 

• “But one of the worst results of being a slave and being forced to do things is that when there is 
no one to force you any more you find you have almost lost the power of forcing yourself” (137). 

• “[Shasta] had not yet learned that if you do one good deed your reward is usually to be set to do 
another and harder and better one” (146). 

• “Shasta was marvelous.  I’m just as bad as you, Bree.  I’ve been snubbing him and looking down 
on him ever since you met us and now he turns out to be the best of us all.  But I think it would 
be better to stay and say we’re sorry than to go back to Calormen” (151). 

• “‘Myself,’ said the Voice, very deep and low so that the earth shook:  and again ‘Myself,’ loud and 
clear and gay:  and then the third time ‘Myself,’ whispered so softly you could hardly hear it, and 
yet it seemed to come from all round you as if the leaves rustled with it” (165). 

• “But after one glance at the Lion’s face he slipped out of the saddle and fell at its feet.  He 
couldn’t say anything but then he didn’t want to say anything, and he knew he needn’t say 
anything” (166). 

• “But it suddenly came into his head, ‘If you funk this, you’ll funk every battle all your life.  Now or 
never’” (186). 

• “Even a little girl like you, Aravis, must see that it would be quite absurd to suppose he is a real 
lion.  Indeed it would be disrespectful.  If he was a lion he’d have to be a Beast just like the rest 
of us” (200). 

• “‘Now, Bree,’ he said, ‘you poor, proud, frightened Horse, draw near.  Nearer still, my son.  Do 
not dare not to dare.  Touch me.  Smell me.  Here are my paws, here is my tail, these are my 
whiskers.  I am a true Beast” (201). 

• “Forget your pride (what have you to be proud of?) and your anger (who has done you wrong?) 
and accept the mercy of these good kings” (216). 

• “For this is what it means to be a king:  to be first in every desperate attack and last in every 
desperate retreat, and when there’s hunger in the land (as must be now and then in bad years) 
to wear finer clothes and laugh louder over a scantier meal than any man in your land” (223).


