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Jayber #4 - Chapters 22-26 

Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life.  But don’t let them get 
in the way of actually reading!  If you don’t have time to write out your answers, just answer 
them in your head and let them guide your reading. 

Remember:  the more you put into this, the more you’ll get out of it! 

Chapter 22 - Born 

1. What does Athey do that causes Troy to “withdraw” from his marriage? 

2. What does Troy do at the dance that makes Jayber suddenly sick? 

3. Why is this chapter titled “Born”?  What happens to Jayber in the last pages of this chapter? 

Chapter 23 - The Way of Love 

4. How is Jayber changed by his “marriage” to Mattie?  What spiritual discipline does he begin 

again? 

5. What verses did Jayber ignore when he was asking his difficult theological questions in 

Pigeonville?  What do these verses teach him about his own love for Port William? 
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6. How does Jayber describe his “conversion”? 

Application for Chs. 22-23:  In several of the previous chapters, we saw Jayber’s love grow 

outward to include even the departed members of Port William.  In chapters 22-23 how does 

Jayber’s love for Mattie cause his love to grow upward toward God?  Why does this happen?  

What has your own love for other people taught you about God and love? 

Chapter 24 - A Passage of Family Life 

1. Why does Jimmy prefer working with Athey more than Troy?  How does Troy feel about this? 

2. How does Jayber become part of Athey’s family for a time? 

3. How does Athey’s death affect Jimmy?  How is Jimmy affected by working with his father? 

Chapter 25 - A Period of Disintegration 

4. What economic changes occur in this chapter?  How do these changes affect Port William? 
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5. How does the closing of the Port William school affect the community?  How does it affect 

Jayber? 

6. How does the interstate change Port William?  How does Jayber feel about the interstate? 

Chapter 26 - Finalities 

7. Describe the paradoxical character of Jimmy Chatham.  Why does he feel trapped between 

his father and mother? 

8. Why is Jayber offended by the inspection of his barbershop?  Why can he not simply ignore 

the inspection? 

9. What theological realization does Jayber come to while meditating on the war in Vietnam? 

Application for Chs. 24-26:  By the end of chapter 26, Jayber is about to begin the third major 

phase of his life.  The first phase was his childhood at Squires Landing and the Good Shepherd, 

and his vocational training in Pigeonville and Lexington.  The second phase was his time in Port 

William as the town’s barber.  The third phase will be spent in Burley’s camp house by the river.  

Jayber describes each transition as a “parting of the ways” (292), a decision that would change his 

life significantly.  And in each of these phases, Jayber learns things about himself and community 

that change the kind of person he is. 
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Think about the major phases of your life:  childhood, college, marriage, kids, career, job changes, 

moves to new places, tragedies, etc.  How did each phase of your life change the kind of person 

you are?  What were the most significant things you learned about yourself, love, community, and 

family in each phase?
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