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Jayber #1 - Chapters 1-7 

Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life.  But don’t let them get 
in the way of actually reading!  If you don’t have time to write out your answers, just answer 
them in your head and let them guide your reading. 

Remember:  the more you put into this, the more you’ll get out of it! 

Chapter 1 - The Barber in Port William 

1. What do we learn about Jayber Crow in the opening chapter?  What is his occupation?  

Where does he live? 

2. Based on the anecdotes he includes in this opening chapter, what kind of person is Jayber 

Crow? 

3. What is the name of the girl Jayber mentions at the end of chapter 1?  What about her most 

impresses him?  Why? 

Chapter 2 - Goforth 

4. What is Jayber’s proper name?  When was he born? 

5. What comparison does Jayber make between World War I and the ice flood of 1918? 
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6. What happens to Jayber’s parents?  Who takes Jayber in? 

Chapter 3 - Squires Landing 

7. Describe the Daggetts’ farm and store.  What details does Jayber remember most vividly? 

8. How does Jayber characterize the river?  How is the river like a another world? 

9. What was the most important thing Aunt Cordie taught Jayber?  What does Jayber most love 

doing with Uncle Othy? 

Application for Chs. 1-3:  In the first three chapters, Jayber Crow shares several anecdotes and 

memories from his childhood.  Though he doesn’t always explain how, each of these memories 

shaped Jayber’s story, making him the man that he is.  What are the anecdotes and memories you 

would share if you were writing these chapters? 
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Chapter 4 - The Good Shepherd 

1. How does Jayber describe Brother Whitespade?  What does Jayber think of him? 

2. How does the Good Shepherd force Jayber into a “divided world”?  How does this lead to 

Jayber’s secretive habits? 

3. Where does Jayber spend most of his free time at the Good Shepherd?  What does he write 

down in his tablet? 

Chapter 5 - The Call 

4. What trade does Jayber learn at the Good Shepherd? 

5. What is “the call” that Jayber talks about?  How does Jayber decide that he’s received the call? 

6. What unexpected consequences result when Jayber tells Brother Whitespade he’s received 

the call? 
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Chapter 6 - Pigeonville 

7. Describe Jayber Crow’s social life at the Pigeonville seminary.  How does the seminary differ 

from the Good Shepherd? 

8. What kinds of questions cause Jayber to reconsider his calling to be a pastor?  What kind of 

answers do his professors give him? 

9. What kind of man is Dr. Ardmire?  How does he answer Jayber’s questions?  What 

“encouragement” does he give Jayber at the end of this chapter? 

Application for Chs. 4-6:  How is one’s calling (or vocation) connected to one’s community?  Why 

is the idea of a calling so important to Jayber?  How does Jayber’s mistaken call shape his identity 

and habits at seminary?  How does your calling shape your identity, community, and habits? 
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Chapter 7 - The Great World 

1. Who helps Jayber make his way to Lexington?  What kind of help does he give?  How does 

Jayber feel about the help? 

2. What event brings Jayber some security (and community) in Lexington?  What does he learn 

about his calling? 

3. What does Jayber do as soon as he gets extra money?  Why does he take literature classes? 

Application for Ch. 7:  Near the end of this chapter, Jayber critiques the orphanage, the seminary, 

and the university for being “a world unto itself.”  He says that this is what institutions tend to do.  

How does Jayber become “a world unto himself” in this chapter?  What are the consequences of 

this?  In what ways do you live “unto yourself”?  Do you experience the same consequences as 

Jayber does?
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