
Haroun and the Sea of Stories 
by Salman Rushdie 

Reading Guide: 
Chapters 1-4 



Haroun #1 - Chs. 1-4 

Reading Questions  

The following reading questions will help you notice important aspects of your reading.  The 
application questions will help you connect your reading to your own life.  But don’t let them get 
in the way of actually reading!  If you don’t have time to write out your answers, just answer 
them in your head and let them guide your reading. 

Remember:  the more you put into this, the more you’ll get out of it! 

Ch. 1 - The Shah of Blah 

1. What is Alifbay like?  How does it differ from Haroun’s childhood? 

2. What question does Haroun ask that breaks his father’s heart? 

3. What happens to Haroun’s ability to concentrate after his mother leaves? 

Application Questions:  Mr. Sengupta’s question—“What’s the use of stories that aren’t even 

true?”—plays a central role in this chapter.  And Rushdie spends the entire novel forming his 

answer.  What answer would you give to Mr. Sengupta?  What would you say to Haroun when he 

doubts his father’s vocation? 

�  of �2 5



Ch. 2 - The Mail Coach 

1. How does Haroun describe Mr. Butt’s hair? 

2. Who is Khattam-Shud? 

3. Who is Snotty Buttoo and how do the people of the Valley feel about him? 

Application Questions:  The loss of his stories paralyzed Rashid Khalifa.  How important are 

stories to you?  What would happen to you if you suddenly lost all your stories?  Would you be 

say like Rashid Khalifa, or ecstatic like Khattam-Shud? 
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Ch. 3 - The Dull Lake 

1. Why has Snotty Buttoo hired Rashid Khalifa? 

2. What happens on Dull Lake that changes Haroun’s mind about the reality of stories? 

3. Who is Iff and why is he on the houseboat, Arabian Nights Plus One? 

Application Questions:  On page 50 Haroun realizes “that the real world was full of magic, so 

magical worlds could easily be real.”  This is certainly true in the fictional story in this novel, but 

Rushdie wrote this book to give an honest answer to Mr. Sengupta’s question.  So, in what way is 

Haroun’s realization perfectly true in our understanding of reality?  How is our world “full of 

magic” and how are magical world real? 

�  of �4 5



Ch. 4 - An Iff and a Butt 

1. Why are names important, according to Iff? 

2. What is Wishwater and why does it fail when Haroun uses it? 

3. What terrible danger faces the Sea of Stories when this chapter ends? 

Application Questions:  Reread the description of the Sea of Stories on pp. 71-72.  In what ways 

are stories exactly like water currents that mix together?  In what ways does this metaphor fall 

short to capture the essence of what a story is?
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